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Race to the Top Activities

Project: Provide Curriculum Resources to Support Teachers
The goal is to leverage the knowledge of local, national and global networks to identify and create access to effective instructional supports to educators statewide.

Develop and Identify High- Quality Instructional Resources
· Establish peer review panels in each of state’s 16 regions to develop and evaluate instructional resources for model curriculum
· Develop clear standards and guidelines for ensuring rigor in review process 
· Evaluate quality and effectiveness of resources through an electronic rating system
· Annually reconvene peer review teams to evaluate effective use of resources and to recommend modification or replacement when warranted by data

Continue Developing Curricular and Instructional Support
· ODE curriculum staff will continue to lead and coordinate the development of curricular and instructional supports incorporated in the IIS.

Develop Supplementary Curricular and Instructional Resources
· Work with external partners (e.g., resource center, Ohio STEM Learning Network, professional organizations, universities) to develop supplementary components (e.g., 21st century skills: innovation, creativity)
· Evaluate effectiveness of resources through an electronic rating system and annual peer review panels

Extend Participation in International Database of Evidence-Based Resources
· Participate in international program, Innovative Learning Environments (ILEs), sponsored by OECD
· Contribute to and have access to international database containing the components of an effective student-centered learning environment 
· Host 4-day meeting to share findings of the ILEs with Ohio educators and international experts

Drive Alignment of High-School Exit and Higher Education Entry Requirements
· Create five regional task forces, comprised of higher education faculty and high school teachers and principals, to conduct gap analyses between current high school course sequences in mathematics and ELA and expectations for placement of students into first-year, non-remedial, credit-bearing college courses.
· Create blueprints for (1) adjusting high school course content and sequences and (2) aligning content and pedagogical training in teacher preparation programs with Ohio’s academic content standards.

Project: Strengthen Assessment Leadership
The goal is to develop and disseminate a portfolio of assessments linked to new standards that will help teachers and students better understand student progress against multiple measures.

Develop Aligned Formative Assessments
· Engage educators in developing and evaluating cognitively rich formative assessment strategies directly aligned to revised standards using research-based models (i.e., ATLAST model by Horizon Research)
· Emphasize strategies that make student thinking visible to the teacher and that provide actionable information, such as high-level questioning and writing.
· Post developed strategies on IIS as examples of good practice
· Pilot project in three cohorts of three districts each with goal of replicating the process in other districts (process more important than product)


Rollout Performance-Based Assessments
· Develop and implement curriculum-embedded performance assessments in English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies
· Create one state and 16 regional moderation panels to ensure comparability in scoring the assessment systems
· Explore the feasibility of incorporating performance assessments into Ohio’s statewide assessment system

Implement Kindergarten-Readiness Assessments
· Expand Ohio’s Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Literacy (KRAL) to include other measures of kindergarten readiness, including mathematics skills and social-emotional measures.
· Work with a multi-state consortium to develop the assessment.

Develop Additional Student Growth Measures
· Engage a state-level consortium of districts and charter schools to develop growth measures in areas outside of those for which value-added data is currently available (mathematics and reading in grades 4-8)
· Make available to all participating districts the measures that will form the basis for an eventual expansion of statewide value-added reporting.


Project: Personalize Learning through Formative Instruction

 The goal is to develop and roll out technology and professional development to support the use of effective data by teachers, principals and administrators in improving instruction, decision-making and overall effectiveness. Ohio will provide access to instructional improvement systems for all educators and formative instruction professional development for all teachers.

Create a State Standard Instructional Improvement System
· Define best practices and specifications for IIS through Momentum Grant funded by the Gates Foundation. The “gold standard” will be defined by using a proof-of-practice, field-based approach by using student-growth measures to identify districts that are using best-practice instructional improvement systems and formative instruction.
· Develop IIS with the following components: online access to electronic curriculum, resources and tools aligned to the revised standards; curriculum customization for differentiation instruction; online formative assessments; data-analysis capabilities and early-warning/off-track indicators for teachers, administrators, parents and students.

Develop and Make Available Formative Instruction Professional Development
· Develop 56 PD modules (one module per grade per subject area) that combine content and formative assessment training for teachers.
· Focus each module on one important concept to model for teachers how to (1) engage students deeply in content they are to learn; (2) infuse formative assessments throughout instruction to probe for student thinking and knowledge acquisition; (3) modify instruction based on the information gleaned from the formative probes.
· Deliver PD in blended face-to-face and online system.
· Train coaches from districts, ESCs or universities to deliver PD locally and leverage professional learning communities
· Engage teacher preparation programs to ensure future teachers understand the content they must teach and how to use data to design instruction.
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